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of the seizure; everything appears in greater dimensions, time and
space are enlarged. Psychological changes occurring during the
seizure can be observed by brain waves. The observed correlation
between mental processes and wave patterns and the change of the
wave pattern before and after the seizure suggests a change of
inner personal dynamics caused by an epileptic attack. In pursuit
of our problem of whether graphic proportions and their pattern
are affected by inner personal changes, we studied the drawings of
a man done by epileptic children before and after seizures. Miss
Florentine Hackbush, psychologist with the Bureau of Mental
Health in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of
Welfare, Harrisburg, was kind enough to conduct our experiment.
In her letter of June 12, 1944, Miss Hackbush gives a report of her
procedure:
On the date I went to Salinsgrove, April 25, I had all the school children do
a drawing of a man. These are not the cases at Salinsgrove, naturally, which
have the most frequent attacks, but it was a supervised group in charge of in-
telligent persons and it seemed advisable to see what could be done with this
group. I left the drawing with the teachers, who had seen the Goodenough
procedure and learned it, with instructions to watch each child that had seizures,
and as soon as he or she got back into the seat to give "him a pencil and piece
of paper and ask him to draw a man.
From my examination of the two drawings of a man, made by
seven children before and after seizure? two cases are selected. The
other cases will be discussed elsewhere.* The following are some
biographical data:
Case 3. A. is diagnosed as a case of idiopathic epilepsy. A great-
great uncle, on the maternal side, is said to have had epilepsy; the
maternal grandmother died of Bright's disease; the mother and a
great-aunt died of tuberculosis; a great grandfather and a second
cousin died of diabetes. S. A. is 12 years of age. He Is said to have
had his first attack at 2 years. The cause of the attack is given as
falling on the floor and hitting his head, although there would be
a question of cause or result. The second attack occurred within
six weeks and lasted three days. Attacks were said to be less fre-
quent but more severe at the time of commitment, and he had be-
come more temperamental, according to the parents. Most attacks
begin in the evening and he has an aura. He has had as many as
fourteen attacks in one day. His left arm was amputated at the
shoulder joint as the result of an accident*
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